2008 Best Performing Cities
Small 124 Cities List

2008 2007 Metro 5-yr job growth 1-yr job growth 5yr i 1yr i Job growth 5-yr relative HT GDP | 1-yr relative HT GDP High-Tech #of HT GDP Population
rank Rank code  Metropolitan area 2002-2007 2006-2007 growth 2001-2006 growth 2005-2006 (3/07-3/08) growth 2002-2007 growth 2006-2007 GDPLQ2007  LQs over 1, 2007 2007
Value  Rank Value  Rank Value Rank Value  Rank Growth  Rank Value  Rank Value  Rank Value Rank  Value Rank (Thousands)
1 3 MMID  Midiand, TX MSA 113.75 6 103.13 8 123.50 5 110.89 3 3.45% 9 146.80 8 97.93 87 077 26 7 10 126 100.00
2 6 MCOE  CoeurdAlene, ID MSA 118.80 3 101.75 22 121.83 7 104.77 9 5.86% 2 150.98 6 98.26 80 066 51 5 33 134 132,66
3 1 MBND  Bend, ORMSA 125.32 2 101.94 18 129.81 2 107.24 5 1.27% 44 120.34 21 100.39 51 075 33 7 10 154 133.38
4 2 MSAU St George, UT MSA 135.44 1 102.35 13 147.45 1 110.09 4 2.41% 15 124.50 18 107.74 7 045 88 3 79 134 134.66
5 18 MGRJ  Grand Junction, CO MSA 113.15 8 104.58 2 114.95 15 104.50 1 4.42% 5 100.32 70 105.92 12 057 64 5 33 139 135.23
6 10 MWAR  Warner Robins, GA MSA 113.50 7 102.54 11 117.51 12 100.68 30 1.01% 54 158.47 4 100.39 51 087 15 6 22 131 166.26
7 30 MLOG  Longview, TX MSA 109.56 18 103.02 9 112.92 20 104.82 8 2.09% 25 114.99 34 97.98 85 079 22 6 22 204 167.56
8 14 MBEL  Bellingham, WA MSA 112,04 9 102.02 16 113.49 19 100.33 36 3.24% 10 106.64 55 100.19 59 077 26 4 56 193 195.03
9 7  MPRE  Prescott, AZ MSA 116.93 4 100.34 51 128.68 3 105.54 6 1.64% 35 108.56 49 112.94 3 048 83 4 56 213 201.82
10 27 MODE  Odessa, TX MSA 111.20 13 103.02 9 117.84 10 111.86 2 5.24% 3 87.68 99 108.99 6 036 109 1 110 127 206.02
11 17 MLSC  Las Cruces, NM MSA 107.81 25 100.49 49 117.78 11 100.88 28 1.53% 38 171.51 1 99.61 70 094 10 6 22 199 21047
12 47 MCHE  Cheyenne, WY MSA 10670 29 101.79 21 116.28 14 104.55 10 277% 14 96.41 85 101.06 4 052 75 5 33 86 212.60
13 32 MYUM  Yuma AZMSA 116.55 5 100.37 50 119.01 8 101.35 24 2.01% 27 161.89 3 115.87 2 030 114 3 79 191 221.06
14 81 MSFE  SantaFe, NMMSA 10515 38 101.36 30 109.18 30 101.81 16 1.24% 46 141.32 10 102.06 31 062 58 7 10 143 22294
15 42 MBSM  Bismarck, ND MSA 10803 24 100.97 38 110.83 22 100.55 33 2.17% 22 104.90 59 105.49 13 064 54 5 33 103 22693
16 33 MHMT  Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux, LA MSA 10939 20 104.49 3 118.22 9 114.37 1 1.61% 36 98.31 79 105.03 14 029 116 2 98 201 230,55
17 36 MFAR  Fargo, ND-MN MSA 10715 28 101.12 35 109.59 26 100.63 31 1.70% 34 114.05 36 102.35 26 069 42 5 33 192 23117
18 12 MCHV  Charlottesville, VA MSA 10767 26 101.88 19 109.46 28 101.68 20 0.35% 81 104.91 58 103.20 23 092 12 8 6 193 23235
19 29 MAUB  Auburn-Opelika, AL MSA 111.61 1 101.33 31 117.06 13 101.84 15 351% 8 126.17 16 98.51 77 037 108 1 110 131 241.99
20 54 MGAG  Gainesville, GA MSA 111.60 12 103.21 7 104.73 45 101.40 23 2.13% 23 96.52 84 101.10 40 046 87 4 56 180 252.56
21 5 MWIN  Winchester, VAWV MSA 10836 22 99.56 84 109.88 25 100.79 29 2.09% 24 126.89 15 99.69 68 071 40 8 6 121 258.27
22 43 MGVL  Greenville, NC MSA 109.80 16 104.16 4 102.51 60 100.36 35 2.33% 17 84.48 104 104.40 16 082 18 2 98 172 250.44
23 35 MSIU  Sioux Falls, SD MSA 10546 35 101.84 20 107.98 35 100.58 32 2.35% 16 58.64 121 104.80 15 061 59 5 33 227 26156
24 41 MBIL  Bilings, MT MSA 10812 23 102.41 12 109.41 29 100.25 37 1.41% P 113.31 38 97.70 91 056 67 4 56 150 278.13
25 25  MIOW  lowa City, IA MSA 10339 49 101.52 27 103.50 48 99.34 58 0.77% 62 171.08 2 110.11 4 0.81 20 6 22 147 278.87
26 38 MTYL  Tyler, TXMSA 10383 45 100.73 1 106.32 39 100.08 40 1.07% 52 116.95 28 99.66 69 076 30 8 6 199 294.70
27 56 MWAC  Waco, TX MSA 10003 68 101.55 26 102.79 56 98.39 80 3.14% 11 147.81 7 101.67 34 087 15 5 33 228 296.94
28 24 MMOG  Morgantown, WV MSA 110.80 14 101.52 27 108.85 31 101.09 26 1.97% 28 97.41 82 100.48 49 042 9 2 98 118 299.21
29 69 MKNE  Kennewick-Pasco-Richland, WA MSA 10643 31 103.68 5 104.80 44 95.55 119 5.19% 4 81.10 108 103.37 22 1.25 3 4 56 229 300.07
30 13 MPAN  Panama City-Lynn Haven, FL MSA 11.77 10 99.38 88 122,69 6 101.74 19 0.48% 72 142.23 9 92.93 119 068 45 5 33 164 300.53
31 31 MHAT  Hattiesburg, MS MSA 10614 32 100.69 42 110.07 24 104.99 7 229% 18 106.68 54 96.89 95 041 99 1 110 138 313.14
32 20 MFWB  Fort Walton Beach-Crestview-Destin, FL MSA 10658 30 97.24 17 125.16 4 99.32 59 0.06% 88 140.15 11 106.55 10 112 5 9 1 181 324.24
33 46 MBOW  Bowling Green, KY MSA 10897 21 101.74 23 110.62 23 99.76 51 227% 19 111.78 e 97.78 89 027 120 0 120 116 333.92
34 57 MANI  Anniston-Oxford, AL MSA 10315 50 101.05 37 108.62 32 99.41 56 0.36% 78 132.28 13 97.61 92 073 36 7 10 113 341.49
35 51 MSTJ St Joseph, MO-KS MSA 109.69 17 103.35 6 100.10 72 101.29 25 0.28% 84 112,90 39 100.27 56 063 56 1 110 123 347.34
36 16 MHAN  Harrisonburg, VA MSA 10400 43 98.95 99 101.00 69 100.99 27 1.26% 45 116.04 30 100.98 43 070 41 9 1 118 354.11
37 79 MATH  Athens-Clarke County, GA MSA 10404 42 100.62 44 102.70 59 99.82 46 1.35% 43 107.17 52 126.09 1 058 63 2 98 187 354.27
38 67 MCSB  College Station-Bryan, TX MSA 10006 67 99.42 87 107.63 36 101.44 22 0.84% 59 119.89 24 100.16 61 077 26 5 33 203 356.61
39 26 MMED  Medford, OR MSA 10718 27 100.53 47 108.56 33 99.04 68 0.60% 66 118.18 27 94.35 113 063 56 6 22 199 363.63
40 78  MABI  Abilene, TX MSA 99.97 69 98.80 102 105.11 43 101.67 21 221% 20 109.18 46 102.34 27 053 72 4 56 159 360.42
1 23 MSAS  Salisbury, MD MSA 10547 34 99.30 89 108.19 34 99.81 48 0.29% 83 107.32 51 100.56 47 075 33 8 6 120 37069
42 50 MTUS  Tuscaloosa, AL MSA 10535 36 100.85 39 109.58 27 101.77 18 0.50% 70 108.38 50 96.88 % 034 111 2 98 205 381.35
43 130 MPUE  Pueblo, CO MSA 10139 57 102.01 17 95.87 93 99.05 66 1.13% 47 97.81 81 103.84 20 055 69 7 10 155 384.59
44 28 MLAD  Laredo, TX MSA 110.59 15 101.14 34 114.74 16 99.70 52 0.82% 60 101.89 66 98.11 83 024 122 [ 120 233 386.43
45 109 MPAS  Pascagoula, MS MSA 99.83 7 101.19 32 96.73 88 97.45 9 14.10% 1 124.59 17 94.90 109 075 33 6 22 152 391.36
46 75 MROE  Rochester, MN MSA 101.03 58 100.03 66 103.72 47 99.15 63 1.79% 32 80.14 110 99.24 73 079 22 6 22 181 394.31
47 88 MSTG  State College, PAMSA 97.18 89 99.79 74 103.36 50 99.12 65 1.91% 29 99.86 72 98.71 76 093 11 9 1 145 402.37
48 70 MJON  Johnson City, TN MSA 10415 41 100.12 61 101.01 68 98.98 71 1.08% 50 119.49 25 85.24 121 091 14 5 33 194 402.77
49 45 MDOV  Dover, DE MSA 109.49 19 99.81 73 111.45 21 98.77 74 061% 100 151.27 5 98.19 82 072 37 3 79 152 403.77
50 90 MGRF  Grand Forks, ND-MN MSA 10352 47 100.04 65 103.20 52 98.29 81 1.87% 30 115.97 31 104.08 19 043 90 2 98 98 400.37
51 126 MFLO  Florence, SC MSA 97.44 88 102.26 14 95.89 92 99.97 42 3.77% 6 98.68 76 101.65 35 042 9 2 98 199 400.65
52 52 MCHO  Chico, CAMSA 10014 66 99.89 70 102.95 54 100.43 34 0.94% 57 103.52 62 97.80 88 053 72 7 10 219 41252
53 73 MVAD  Valdosta, GA MSA 10593 33 100.30 54 106.06 40 99.05 66 057% 68 99.11 74 99.52 71 042 9 5 33 130 413.40
54 39 MDUB  Dubuque, IA MSA 10390 44 99.61 82 104.12 46 98.55 79 0.36% 80 135.54 12 100.37 54 059 61 7 10 92 415.47
55 98 MBLM  Bloomington, IN MSA 98.32 80 99.70 77 97.92 79 97.41 95 1.54% 37 118.45 26 102.03 32 1.39 1 7 10 184 418.84
56 93 MEAU  Eau Claire, WI MSA 10346 48 100.34 51 99.76 73 100.02 41 0.36% 79 106.75 53 100.63 46 067 48 3 79 158 420.87
57 140 MBUN  Burlington, NC MSA 96.75 92 102.13 15 91.17 110 99.35 57 1.38% 42 108.87 48 102.14 29 054 71 5 33 145 42259
58 95 MSTC St Cloud, MN MSA 10230 54 101.18 33 101.90 63 99.89 44 1.07% 51 81.90 106 96.65 99 051 77 4 56 186 429.83
59 64 MRED  Redding, CAMSA 97.69 86 98.77 103 103.34 51 99.88 45 1.05% 53 101.33 68 106.57 9 065 52 6 22 179 429.99
60 91 MJOP  Joplin, MO MSA 10275 51 100.61 45 98.12 78 99.93 43 0.48% 71 116.83 29 100.17 60 047 84 3 79 171 430.14
61 108 MWIH  Wichita Falls, TX MSA 96.26 % 99.00 98 97.79 82 102.18 14 1.12% 48 105.86 57 99.92 66 1.01 7 6 22 148 430.51
62 40 MMIS  Missoula, MT MSA 10440 40 100.24 57 105.20 42 99.81 48 069% 103 88.20 9% 102.50 25 053 72 3 79 106 44257
63 21 MFLA  Flagstaff, AZ MSA 10448 39 99.88 71 113.81 18 101.80 17 0.34% 95 79.75 12 73.81 124 060 60 3 79 127 443.75
64 97 MITH lthaca, NY MSA 10080 60 99.92 69 100.96 70 98.78 73 1.08% 49 90.16 93 95.77 107 0.98 8 7 10 101 446.93
65 72 MCOM  Columbia, MO MSA 10368 46 100.24 57 101.73 64 99.14 64 0.71% 64 92.52 91 101.57 38 050 79 3 79 162 455.53
66 92 MRAP  Rapid City, SD MSA 10048 64 100.13 60 103.19 53 98.66 75 2.18% 21 74.03 116 100.45 50 044 89 3 79 120 456.92
67  78° MBRE  Bremerton-Silverdale, WA MSA 105.31 37 98.68 106 113.83 17 99.82 46 0.58% 67 63.10 119 95.55 108 065 52 4 56 237 457.43
68 76 MYAK  Yakima, WA MSA 10060 62 99.77 76 102.21 61 100.23 39 2.80% 13 87.55 100 97.74 %0 026 121 1 110 233 478.99
69 134 MWAE  Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA MSA 98.86 77 100.12 61 101.12 67 98.19 83 1.84% 31 11.22 43 102.86 24 036 109 1 110 163 480.00
70 86 MDOT  Dothan, AL MSA 10084 59 100.69 42 102.95 54 99.22 62 1.00% 114 101.25 69 100.23 58 047 84 4 56 139 482.67
71 60 MNAA  Napa, CAMSA 99.20 73 100.11 63 103.40 49 98.63 76 0.97% 56 91.38 92 95.96 104 056 67 5 33 133 483.09
72 77 MGLF  Glens Falls, NY MSA 10148 56 99.25 92 102.05 62 98.00 86 1.47% 39 92.58 % 93.78 116 1.06 6 4 56 129 487.35
73 119 MGUL  Gulfport-Biloxi, MS MSA 93.02 112 107.93 1 95.75 94 94.63 122 2.81% 12 99.08 75 100.20 55 050 79 4 56 232 492.05
74 112 MLAK  Lake Charles, LAMSA 100.61 61 101.43 29 99.17 75 100.24 38 061% 101 81.32 107 99.34 72 043 90 3 79 192 496.43
75 152 MJAN  Janesville, WI MSA 98.49 78 98.41 11 98.80 76 102.77 13 0.57% 99 108.99 47 101.86 33 043 90 5 33 160 497.48
76 85 MFLR  Florence-Muscle Shoals, AL MSA 10247 53 100.57 46 97.46 84 98.97 72 0.86% 58 111.76 42 100.10 62 030 114 0 120 143 500.63
77 128 MKIS  Kingston, NY MSA 94.26 109 98.71 105 102.78 57 103.73 12 064% 102 75.25 15 102.12 30 067 48 9 1 182 501.16
78 84 MALE  Alexandria, LAMSA 10209 55 100.84 40 106.98 37 99.45 55 0.53% 69 77.63 14 94.84 110 029 116 0 120 150 504.35
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Footnotes:
Note:

Metropolitan area

Decatur, AL MSA
Bloomington-Normal, IL MSA
Texarkana, TX-Texarkana, AR MSA
Bangor, ME MSA

Appleton, WI MSA

Lewiston-Auburn, ME MSA

Jackson, TN MSA

Pittsfield, MA MSA
Champaign-Urbana, IL MSA
Burlington-South Burlington, VT MSA
Wausau, WI MSA

Jefferson City, MO MSA

Johnstown, PA MSA
Blacksburg-Christiansburg-Radford, VA MSA
Rocky Mount, NC MSA
Parkersburg-Marietta-Vienna, WV-OH MSA
Terre Haute, IN MSA
Elkhart-Goshen, IN MSA
Niles-Benton Harbor, MI MSA
Albany, GA MSA

Oshkosh-Neenah, Wi MSA

Altoona, PA MSA

Barnstable Town, MA MSA

Macon, GA MSA

La Crosse, WI-MN MSA

Decatur, IL MSA

Sheboygan, Wi MSA

Topeka, KS MSA

Lafayette, IN MSA

Springfield, IL MSA

Monroe, LA MSA
Vineland-Millville-Bridgeton, NJ MSA
Sioux City, IA-NE-SD MSA

Racine, WI MSA

Dalton, GA MSA

Willamsport, PA MSA

Muncie, IN MSA

Muskegon-Norton Shores, MI MSA
Mansfield, OH MSA

Wheeling, WV-OH MSA

Anderson, SC MSA

Springfield, OH MSA
Saginaw-Saginaw Township North, MI MSA
Lima, OH MSA

Battle Creek, MI MSA

Jackson, MI MSA

*Indicates this city's position on last year's largest metros list
2007 ranking was calculated among 179 small cities

5-yr job growth

2002-2007
Value Rank
98.28 81
93.60 111
98.89 76
95.26 106
99.75 72
96.39 94
100.55 63
96.46 93
94.23 110
96.83 91
99.85 70
98.47 79
99.26 74
97.94 83
97.54 87
95.50 102
92.49 115
102.51 52
90.11 120
97.94 83
100.42 65
97.14 90
96.28 95
95.96 99
98.09 82
95.20 107
98.98 75
90.13 119
95.47 103
92.83 113
92.59 114
97.94 83
95.45 104
95.86 100
95.98 98
95.07 108
90.22 118
95.65 101
89.51 122
96.01 97
95.31 105
90.85 17
89.21 123
91.32 116
90.00 121
87.63 124

1-yr job growth

2006-2007
Value Rank
101.56 25
100.05 64
99.62 80
99.62 80
99.61 82
100.29 55
99.70 7
100.01 67
99.45 85
99.19 95
99.09 96
100.31 53
99.03 97
98.12 113
101.59 24
99.21 94
99.23 93
97.05 120
100.14 59
98.92 100
99.69 79
99.83 72
98.76 104
98.56 110
98.89 101
99.78 75
99.26 90
100.29 55
100.00 68
99.26 90
98.29 112
97.59 115
101.09 36
98.58 109
97.55 116
99.45 85
98.63 107
97.18 119
96.88 122
98.62 108
100.52 48
97.66 114
96.89 121
96.65 123
97.23 118
96.61 124

2008 Best Performing Cities
Small 124 Cities List

5.yr i 1yr i

growth 2001-2006 growth 2005-2006
Value Rank Value  Rank
91.54 108 98.15 84
96.70 89 99.64 53
105.46 P 99.58 54
94.95 99 97.71 %0
97.20 87 97.21 100
99.28 74 98.99 70
97.90 80 98.10 85
97.23 86 97.55 92
94.52 101 97.80 87
97.35 85 99.02 69
101.34 66 98.57 78
95.00 98 96.87 105
96.41 % 98.27 82
102.74 58 99.77 50
89.10 118 97.60 91
92.70 106 98.62 77
96.05 91 96.89 104
106.87 38 96.46 114
90.47 13 97.77 88
93.97 103 95.78 118
94.47 102 96.70 109
94.69 100 96.50 112
100.52 71 97.31 o7
92,65 107 96.86 106
95.70 95 99.24 61
93.47 105 97.22 99
97.86 81 97.23 98
90.33 114 97.20 101
93.82 104 95.98 117
90.74 12 96.64 11
95.70 95 99.28 60
101.49 65 97.35 %
88.43 120 96.82 108
95.01 97 97.55 92
97.51 83 96.50 112
90.16 15 96.44 115
81.84 123 93.86 124
89.88 116 96.96 103
88.51 119 94.99 121
98.44 77 96.84 107
88.21 121 97.77 88
80.75 124 97.20 101
82.78 122 96.70 109
90.99 111 96.14 116
91.32 109 95.37 120
89.23 17 94.34 123

Job growth
(3/07-3/08)

Growth  Rank
1.74% 33
0.11% 87
1.43% 40
2.04% 26
0.20% 94
0.11% 86
0.78% 61
1.02% 115
0.41% 9%
0.45% 74
0.55% 97
0.46% 73
0.01% 89
4.96% 124
079% 107
0.98% 55
141% 119
123% 118
3.63% 7
0.18% 93
0.11% 91
0.32% 82
145% 117
0.74% 63
0.13% 92
0.18% 85
1.09% 116
0.42% 77
0.44% 75
0.09% %
0.42% 76
097% 113
0.86% 109
0.87% 110
0.88% 112
0.56% 98
074% 105
0.68% 65
162% 120
0.88% 111
0.82% 108
076% 106
351% 123
070% 104
203% 121
221% 122

5-yr relative HT GDP
growth 2002-2007

Value

109.25
128.96
99.70
92.61

109.44
120.29
116.38
123.57
122.63
79.85
98.38
106.41
104.90
97.99
80.30

102.66
115.26
92.88
84.18
114.64
120.23
98.59
87.84

89.13
97.28
103.53
62.46
78.99
92.85
85.47

102.10
87.75
50.73
95.67

87.16
87.29
101.57
52.50

112.34
100.26
70.52

33.97

90.02

103.26
113.89
68.68

Rank

1-yr relative HT GDP
growth 2006-2007

Value

101.59
107.32
104.40
96.03
100.39
98.23
97.95
100.04
98.81
94.38
100.55
101.06
106.40
96.76
98.39
95.91
87.26
99.97
102.23
95.96
94.46
100.08
93.94
101.62
96.31
93.47
109.58
96.54
94.04
96.11
96.74

Rank

79
75
122

118

100
114
102

High-Tech

GDP LQ 2007
Value  Rank
0.41 99
077 26
028 118
069 42
069 42
032 113
047 84
078 24
072 37
134 2
043 90
057 64
082 18
076 30
0.95 9
051 77
1.18 4
049 82
038 106
064 54
052 75
067 48
0.81 20
078 24
043 90
0.41 99
040 102
043 90
072 37
092 12
057 64
050 79
038 106
039 104
086 17
059 61
068 45
055 69
076 30
039 104
020 123
020 123
068 45
040 102
028 118
033 112

Value

2

N B h s AN A RN WWAANNWWNARNONWNEEDEONAENOG~NW®®OSOW

# of HT GDP
LQ@s over 1, 2007

Rank

98
79
120

Population
2007
(Thousands)
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